Writing Assignments and Final Exam. Students will be required to complete (1) a 2-3 page library class research assignment that identifies and uses one scholarly journal article and one newspaper article from two different library databases (see final page of syllabus for details); (2) a 350-400 word editorial, suitable for submission to a local ethnic newspaper, that addresses a contemporary social, political or economic issue impacting racial-ethnic communities in California (preferably San Diego County) and is grounded in scholarly research on the topic; (3) a 6-8 page midterm research paper on a relevant and manageable topic concerning the ethnic press (or other ethnic information medium) in contemporary US society; (4) a 10-12 page final research paper that expands upon the midterm research paper; (5) a final exam.
Email Communications. Students are required to be accessible by, and responsive to, email communications throughout the quarter. Students should check email frequently during the week for course information or updates. Students should acknowledge receipt of emails from the instructor. It is the responsibility of the student to ensure that the instructor has a viable email contact for her or him.
Majoring or Minoring in Ethnic Studies at UCSD. You may be closer to a major, minor or a double major in Ethnic Studies than you realize. Being an Ethnic Studies major or minor is excellent preparation for a career in education, public policy, law, government and politics, journalism, public health, international relations, and many other careers. Please contact the Ethnic Studies Department Undergraduate Advisor for more information, Yolanda Escamilla, Phone: (858) 534-3277 or Email: yescamilla@ucsd.edu.
Grading Criteria: Each writing assignment will be graded based on the following:  Organization and development of ideas;  Writing quality, including, but not limited to, grammar and spelling;  Appropriate and effective use of scholarly resources and materials available in UCSD Library;  Soundness (reasonableness, logic) of analysis;  Originality of thought, meaning the writing expands upon, challenges, and otherwise adds to insights gained from course materials and outside readings;  Consistency/appropriateness/correctness of formatting/citations (use Turabian style manual as model)
Incomplete grades and opportunities to make up assignments will be given only in exceptional cases. Late submission of assigned written work requires officially documented reasons (e.g., authorized medical excuse for day missed work is due) to avoid grade reduction for late submission.
Late Assignments: Unauthorized late completion of required work will result in a minimum of 5 points deducted for each day late. 
GRADES: Total 100 points

Extra Credit Opportunity (ECO):
There will be only one ECO per quarter per enrolled student, for a maximum of 3 extra credit points. ECO events must be relevant to the course, pre-approved by instructor, and announced to all enrolled students in a timely fashion. To receive extra credit, each student attending or participating in an ECO event must submit a short paper (no more than 2 typewritten pages, doublespaced, etc.) summarizing key issues and concerns covered during the event that are pertinent to our course objectives, materials and/or discussions. Course materials must be appropriately documented in the paper and cited in a bibliography (bibliography does not count toward the 2 page maximum). The ECO paper must be submitted no later than one week following the ECO event, or by the date specified by the instructor. Library Research Assignment In preparation for the editorial assignment, as well as the midterm and final research papers, students are required to attend a library research class with Sociology Librarian Alanna Moore on October 5
COURSE OUTLINE
th . During the library research class, Ms. Moore will explain the differences between scholarly and non-scholarly resources and will provide information on accessing print and electronic databases for conducting research using both types of resources. Students will be required to demonstrate their understanding of the information provided in the library research class by submitting a writing assignment on October 12 th that contains the following information: (1) a contemporary social, political or economic issue impacting racial-ethnic communities in California (preferably San Diego County); (2) the name of the database used to locate one scholarly article on the issue, the complete bibliographic entry for the scholarly article, and a summary of the key arguments made in the scholarly article, and (3) the name of the database used to locate one non-scholarly or "popular" (e.g., newspaper or magazine) article on the same issue, the complete bibliographic entry for the "popular" article, and a summary of the key arguments made in the popular article. Students may elect to provide this information in essay form or in list form, using appropriate headings (i.e., "Topic," "Database for Scholarly Article," etc.). The library research assignment should not exceed 3 typewritten pages.
Editorial. Students will use library resources to research a contemporary social, political or economic issue impacting racial-ethnic communities in California (preferably San Diego County). Based on this research, students will write a 350-400 word editorial that is suitable for submission to a local ethnic newspaper.
Midterm and Final Research
Papers. Students will be exposed to a variety of topics regarding the historic role of ethnic presses in cultivating and maintaining ethnic identity and in responding to and resisting negative images propagated by mainstream media and the larger society. For the Midterm research paper (due November 9 th ), students are required to (1) select a manageable topic regarding the role or function of the ethnic press (or other ethnic information medium) in contemporary U.S. society, (2) search for, select, and read a minimum of six scholarly articles (no more than ten years old) regarding the topic by using the research techniques and materials described in the library research class, and (3) write a 6-8 page essay that expands upon, challenges, or otherwise adds to insights gained from course materials and the scholarly outside readings. Students must appropriately cite sources within the text and in a bibliography at the end of the paper (bibliography does not count toward the 8 page maximum). Based on instructor feedback, students will use the remainder of the quarter to augment and develop the research and writing done for midterm research paper; students will submit the final product as the Final research paper, due December 7 th . The mid-term research paper is worth 20 points and the final research paper is worth 30 points.
